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Heart-felt Thanks

KenWright

| wishto extend my heart-felt thanksto al the
50 k Randoridersin the Pecific Populair

who stopped to help me wren | crashed &
71st and Hudson &t on April 9. | only
sufered stitches, road+r-rash, andan hou
deep sleep —- thankgoodness the bike i

okay! Tomy fellow rides --- bewary of sand
coveredoil patches.

Al so, thank-you to the Palice officer who
returned the biketo Riley Park, andtothe
ambulance paramedicswho scraped me off
the ash andinto VGH withou losing any
nonregeneratable parts.

In my time of need Good Pe@le came
forward to help.

2EK 200's

Jimmy Vallance

Thefirgt onewas dry and dusy with atree-
bending headwind funreled up the EIk Valley.
The sun shonefor thewholeride, but not too
hot and kept asparkle on the show.

The second ore started cold anddry,
finishedcold and snowvy, and stayedcadin
between. The wind gusted but was often lost
in the treeswhich occasonally sheltered thi
Fernie-Cranbrook out-and-back route.

Sdf control sngpe in the face of my
third flat-and the ridenat even two thirds
through Strong language prevailed, | fear.
"Ohmy," | said, "thisis most distressing.

Snowstorms surriedamongthe
mourtains on theroad home and, catching up
with a guall which seemed to dide up the
mourtains on both sides of the defilenorth of
Elkoas| approached, | fdt quitelike Moses.
Well, nat redly.

Concerned about growing aches and
pains| finally tried ibuprofen. It had been
rumored, even asfar asthe East Kootenays,
that thiswasthe Legal Recreational Substance
of Choice of randonneurs down the Coast.

It's good stuff; and you don't even have to
inhae.

|dand 300km: April 22, 2000

lan Sephen

In aredless fit of erthusiasm | recent
volunteered to help out with the LM300.This
compelled me to ridethe Island 30to getm
pin beforethe Darcy 400. My telling Stephen
Hinde that | would bethere April 22 wrote
thiscoursein stone. Only dter that was | told
by friends, srangers and voices inmy head
not to dothelsland 300as it was too hard, too
hilly andgenerally evil. My trepidaton gre
asthe day drew near, but | could find no
excuseto get out of it. Good Friday found m
loyal Marinoni overloaded with camping gear
as| set off tomeet my doom.

| took theferry to Swartz Bay for a
reasonable $11. From Swartz Bay it is a
pleasart 20km to Brentwood Bay where you
cancatch alittleferry to Mill Bay. Thisferry
shortens the rideto Duncan by aconsiderable
amount and a $4.75 for bike and rideris well
worthwhile. During the 25minuteferry ride |
read some history of theferry in thetiny
passerger lounge. Have a look if you get the
chance, thoughthis little piece of history ma
soon beremovedfrom serviceby thebean
countersat B.C. Ferry Corp. From the Mill
Bay dock it's 26 km to Duncan.

At Duncan the hdels| checked were dll
too rich for me at around 0 per night. | was
told later that the Village Green motdl might
be chegper, but didn't check. | chase to stay at
Duncan RV Park, a nice quiet spot off Boys
road, only afew blocks from the brevet start.
$12 per night for rider andtent. They have
coin operatedshowers at 25¢for 5 minutes. |
found | need about 6 minutes, bu didn't mind
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50¢for ashower. Thecoudewho runthe place livein atrailer
at theentrance. Very friendly pegplewhoassured me that m
tert etc. shoud befineleft thereall day Sadurday.

Saurday morning | wasat the trevet start on time, but only
by skipping breakfast. Carol Hinde said "Go!" and | dropped my
bike and went into the gasstation for aquick burrito and coffee.
Caral seemed to think this was a strange event strategy, butas
they say "eat beforeyou're tungry".

Once mthe road | soonfound that the route was hilly as |
had been warned. | also foundthat therewas nat a kilometer of
theroute that was not erjoyale. A strong aitidote to the many
climbs wasto grin ear-to-ear andrepeat the mantra"This is SO
beautiful!" One section that standsout is Humpback road, a
section | will dways remember as the enchanted forest. The
stegps herewere steep enowghthat if one placed a stationary
object (say maybe Harold for example) on the road, the object
would begn didingbadk down the hll! The scenery is amust
see though If you look out the corners of your eyes you just
might seea unicorn there.

Theroute continuesby little madsandbig through
beautif ul forest and ocean scenery. Look at thehouses as you
ride, many look quite old andunique. Some of stone and wood
fit the scenelikethey grew there. One tha you will see if you
watch toyour right (after thefirst control is memory srves) is
literally growing there withiits large sod roof.

Theroute getsbusier asit enters Victoria. Beware the
bridge on Esqumalt, it'sa steel meshsort of dedk and wasquite
unnerving to me  come uponuraware. Y ou'll pretty much
follow the water aroundVictoriaand yp the Saanich Perinsula
to Sidney. Thereis abike shopacross the street from the second
control at Ok Bay. | would have bought atirethere as my rear
was separating at the bead. They didn't have my sizethough
(700x28 so | usedmy spere.

All aongtheroute Stephenand Carol had been poppng up
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out of nowhereandthey did it again here. They made sure | had
everything | needed, letting my use their bike rack as awork
stand and savingme consideralle effort with the loan of their
floor pump. | may have been alittle goil ed as Stephen had a
broken arm so was not riding the brevet. The two of them took
woncerful care d usriders.| never fet alone axdthey aways
appeared atjust theright time with an encouragingword such a
"It'sal downhill to the checkpoint fromhere!" One couldn't ask
for better hosts.

After Oak Bay you will pass through a little place called
Cadboro Bay. Stop at the fishand chip shopif you havetime. It
isacheerful family-runplaceand| wasvery well looked afte
there. Thelovely ocean scenery continues to Sidney, then you
crossthe highway andhead sauth again. There is a section after
Sidrey tha youll love if you like rollercoasters. The roaddip
and climbs and twistslikeit was pavedby a madman, but what
aride! Thedrops are mostly big enough b carry speed overthe
next climb and erthusiassmis greatly refreshed.

As dark wasfalling | reached an areacalledthe Highlands.
My mom's side of the family were Highlarders, so | looked to
them for strength here. Thereare some leg burning climbs, not
long, bu steep. Fortunately this wes another area | found|
could heavily use my "Thisis SO beautiful!" mantra.

Nasty little climbs continue so it's tempting to descendwith
all the caution of aten-year-old boy. Luckily theHinde's passed
me at the top of the nastiest climb (it wasthere Carol said "all
downhill to thecheckpoint"). Over the crest | was going into
ten-year old boy modethen | saw the car lights suddenly plunge
about 120degreesto the right bdow me. This gave me te extra
secondor so to get on the brakesand make theturn rather than
soaring off into thetrees likel did once when | redly was ten
yearsold.

At the 2486 km chedkpoint | found myself procrastinating.
Some d those climbs hed tested my legs and the great dragon
named Malakwa lay aheadto finish me off in the darkness and
cold. Anothershat of coff ee, some advice from Harold and
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there was nothing left to do but face the dragon that had been on
my mind all day. There was some fun riding after the
chedkpoint, butfindly | reached the climb that | knew would
pummel me into ubmisson.

| startedfairly conservatively. Maybe | could sne&k up it
beforeitnoticed. | climbed some. | climbed some more.
Suddnly cametherealisation "Hey...I'mnot even in my granny
gear!" and the battle began in earnest. "The Great Malakwal |
thisall youve got? Yourenot so tough! Look, I'll even gear up
acog! Hal Who's bad nav huh?!" (To which theMalakwa
redied"Bonner'sbad") "Mdakwal Ppphpt!" The Granddadd
Dragon turned aut to be nat sobig in reality. The descent vas
toucher. | wished| had taken nore care in the set-up of my
lights.

Dragon daying was followedby adip down to Mill Bay.
Stephen told methat this dipwas alded a ouple of years back
toavoid highway construction and had been kept becauserider
likeit. | agree. Good spirits reside along thatroad. It'sone of
those placesthat just feels goad.

It was past midnight, but Stephen and Carol wereét the
finish when! arrived. Good to their word theHindes stayed till
thelast rider wasin, though fortunately they didnt have much

—2_



longer to wait. Onthis day he was also the
only ather rider © finishin Duncan, a felow
named Jim from Seattle. Imrode afineride
on his recumbent to complete hisfirst 300kmn
ever! My helmet is off to him as | don't think
thisroute was well suited to a recumbent.

If you haven't seernthisroute for yourself
giveit atry. Stephen and Carol would love to
see more riders at their events and this was
possibly the prettiestroute I've seen yet. Yes
itishilly, bu if you accept that it'snot going
tobe afast3001 think you'll likeit. As |
baskedin satisfaction and the warmth of
anotherburrito and coffee, Carol upped the
ante by inviting metotry their 60km. |
certainly intend to take her up onthat
sometime.

50/100/150km Victoria
Populare
Mike Poplawski

| am organizing a50/100150km Victoria
Popdaire, set for Juy 23. It will gtart/finish at
9:00 AM from Oak Bay High School. | will
maintain aweb site for the event at
http://members.home.com/mbkp/victoria-

popuaire/

Rocky Mountain Updete

Thetoll-free number for the Rocky Mountain
1200has dhanged - it isnow 1-877-606-BIKE
(2453. And good news - afew more
volunteers have comeforward. Things are
now looking much healthier - thanksto
everyore. We can still use afew helpers and
loans of equpmernt, so don't besty -giveme
acal at737-0043.

Vancouver Bike Club Rides

Chris McPherson

As many of the members of the BC
Randonneurs are aware, JohnHathaway was a
long time member of bath the Randonreur
and the Vancouwver Bicycle Club. For the last
coupe d years, the Vancouver Bicycle Club
has organ seda John Hathaway ridein Jure
Thisyear the VBC has arrangedfor anentire
JohnHathaway weekend. We havethe
followingrides:

Saurday, 17 line- Mountain Bike ride
on Mt Cheam. Contact Sharon Johnstone
(733-3108) for details.

Saurday 17 line- Shortride anthe
Swnshine Coast. Meet at the Horseshoe Bay
terminal a 900AM for the 920 ferry. A short

rideto Roberts Creek andthen back to
Gibsonsfor the Jazz fedtiva.

Sdurday 17 ine- Sunday 18 Jure- All
night ride Meet at the Knight and Day
restaurart at Broadway and Boundary a 9:30
PM. Planon acoffee bregk some timeduring
thenight, and to greet the sunrisefrom Little
Mountain. Contact Henry Hulbert (253-7077)
for details.

Sunday 18 duine- three different rides.
Oneat aleisure pae, oneat amedium pace
andone at afaster pace. All will meet at the
Towne and Country Inn (Sauth side of
Massey tunnel) at930 AM. The rideswill
concludeat about 3 PM at the River House
(formerly Fiddler'sGreen) wherewe hopeto
raise apint or two in memory of John
Hathaway. For details, contact Chri
McPherson (682-0342, cmcp@istar.ca)

Also, for the last ten years the VBC has
runthe Single Sock Sentury. Itincludesan
old fashioned 100 miler that leaves at 0800
from Sparish Banks East Concession on June
3. Wetry to raise some money for the
Lower Mainland Brain Injury Association
(David Blanche, arandbnneur and VBC
member isvery active in the orgarisation). If
interested you can pick up anentry form at
most bike stores or contact Chris McPherson.

TripleMourtain Challenge

Danelle Laidlaw

The Triple Mountain/Grouse Grind Chélenge
isa g - andit has apurpose (other than pain).
We are going to chargea $15 entry fee which
will go towards Tim Pollock's fund-raising
effortsfor his trip across the country. Tim i
raising funds for acharity idehe is doingthis
summer.

Sothe Tim Pollock Triple Mountain/
Grouse Grind Chdlenge (TPTM/GGC for
short) will start at 8 am. at the pakinglot for
Grouse Mountain on June 3rd. Participants
will deseend Grouse, ride to Seymour, climb
Seymour, descend, ride b Cypress, climb
Cypress, descend, returnto Grouse, climb to
the parking lot, pu the bikesaway, grab the
hiking boots, and hikethe Grind. Cel ebration
at the top. (unlessyou want to hike down,
bring $ for the tram ridedown).

See you there - pleaselet us know if you
planto participate - wewould like 1o have an
idea of numbers - Danelle (737-0043

BC Randonneur

Coming Events

Triple Mountain —June3
Grouse Parking Lot
DanelleLaidlaw

Peace 4@ km—June 3

737-0043

wkok@nc.bc.ca

Wim Kok 250-785-4589
Seatle 400km—Jure 3

5 am North Bend

Mark Thoma 206-612-4700
Interior 400 km—June 3
Kamloops

Bob Boonstra 250-828-2869

Island 600 km— June 3
Langford 3am/Nanaimo 5:30
Stephen Hinde 250-245-4751

Yukon400 km— June 10
todd chrisine@hotmail.com
Chrigtine Todd 867-633-6745

L. Mainland 60 —Jun 10,11
Abbotsford 6 am
Stuart Wood

Interior 600km—Jurel7,18
Kamloops
Bob Boonstra

L. Mainland Shaots—June 18
50, 10Q 150k Fort Langey
Tim Pollock 939-8166

BC 10® km-Jun 2325
Victoria3am/Nanaimo 5:30
Stephen Hinde 250-245-4751

Sngle Sa@k Sentury —Jun 25
30, 60, 00, 160k Vancouver

www.vbc.bc.ca

BC 20@k —Jun 24Jul 1

538-7589

250-828-2869

Abbotsford

Real Prefortaine 853-9594
CanadaDay 13k —July 1
Fort Landey 9 am

Harold Bridge 941-3448

Yukon600 km—Jul 1-2
todd chrisine@hotmail.com
Chrigtine Todd 867-633-6745

L. Mainland 20 k—Jul 9
+ 50, 10Q 150Surey 7 am
Keith Fletcher 530-9273




2000 Issue 4 — Jun

Liquid Sunshinein the West Koatenays

Harold Bridge

| think KarenSnith isthe problem.

It's 6yearssince | have ridden the WesK ootenays 300 and
in the meantime subterranean tectonic adion has pushed those
hill tops considerably further up into the clouds. In the past |
have madethat rather longtrip to experience blue kies,
spectaaular views & roadsuncluttered by traffic. After afine
weather drivein Gordy Cook'svan with Gordy, Michel &
David it was a discouraging scene that greeted us Sunda
morning. Low clouds and fairly heawy rain.

Why do | blame Karen for this? Well, she was responsible
for introduwcing Rany into the Club. And what cycling
organisation needs aRainy, egecidly inthe Paific Northwest?
We might aswell put out acontract for anindigenows medcine
personto doaran dance!

I'mnot well known for thinking ahead, but when John
Bates dumpedthe Nelson paper work on mel knew it would be
disasterous to leave everything wntil the Sunday morning,
especially with a 0600 start. Thus| arrived at th Northshore
Inn with namedcardsfilled in & signed & the waiver forms at
theready with just signatures to beadded. In thefoyeron
Séaurday evening | hardedout ziploc bags with cards & route
sheets enclosed. Within a minute or two of us arriving Jimm
Vallance, my room mate, arrived. He was the reason | opted to
ridethe 300. Jmmy is alonely Saottish randonneur living, as h
does, in Fernieand| suspected most pegple were going to ride
the 2@ (they said it was s0 they could socialize an Sunday
evening, yeah, sure!). | felt that my socializing could teke the
form of keegping Immy company.

Eleven of uswent into town totry therestuarart
recommended by Gordon Cook. While grolling the streets like
abunch of past-it youthslooking for trouble, a bikelaidencar
sqtealedinto the curb at the sight of us. It wasBarb Hemiger.
She hal come as far from the east aswe had come from the
west, from Calgary. It was ahbit of a gjueeze getting the extra
body into the &bleswe had booked, but we managed The place
was packed & so servicewas dowed. But thefood was gad &
the conversationsgoinground te table suggested everyorewas
enjoying the occasion. Two newcomers were amongs us, Rob
Bernhardt and RaymondWagner, both from Vernon. Rob was
there for the 200 & Raymond who joined the Club while
entering a Kamloops event, was planning anthe

300. Up at 05:00 & the right clerk was most helpful putting
onthe offee & "Cortinerta" breakfast so wedidn't leave
completely withoutfood. Two more bodies arrived, Larry Voth
from Langley had stayed next door at the Villa. Karen's friend
Aladar Reusz from Rossland turned up to ride hisfirst
randonnee. Thefinal tally was5 of us "real" randonneurs were
riding the 300while the aher8 made do with the 200

Thefact it was 06:01 when | looked at my watch & pecple
were still standng under the cangpy indicates the reluctance
people had to face theweather. | had to tell them to go! Keep
Jmmy company? Some hopes. Hewas df like a herd of turtles
& the next time | saw him was about an hour south of the
Nakusp cortrol. Therewas no way b keepdry, justhad to

consider keepng warm. In ones & twos the other riders went by
while | was anxious not to extend myself befor Kaslo. During
the climb of one of the minor drags Karen went by. As usual she
hadaword of encouragement and asmile before she dided
away over thetop of therise on her grotty lookingmountain
bike sanstoeclips a cliplesspedals. | could get to hatethat
woman!

The control card said "TreehouseRestuarart". But alarge
groupof cycletourists had monopdizedthat facility. We
responcedto Bruces beckoning & used the bakery acrossthe
road where anather coffee & a cindy bun helpedus prepare fo
thelonggrind upto Fish Lake. That 30 or so kmsismainly on
an oldrail grade & assuwchisone of the most gertle climbs one
will find anywhere. But it is deceptive. | set myself the aim of
gettingfrom Kadoto Fish Lakenon-stop. | did, but at a price.

By thistime, Barb Hemiger & | were out the back of the
bunch & after the ddlightful descent into New Denver w
decided lunch at theSlocan Lake Golf Clubwas not just
advisable but essential. Six years ago | had lunch there onthe
way back from Nakusp! Theridenorth reminded methereare
long hills on that road & we progressed somewhat dowly. Barb
maragedto pick upapiee d glassin her fronttyre & it wasan
opportunity for meto demonstrate the advartage of finishing up
redacing thetyre at the valve rather than starting there.

We met Raymond teading south & had abrief chat. H
was envious of the sandwich beg & elastic band | had round my
compuers, his @mputer had quit due b the wet. He seemedto
beona 13 haur ride (I waswrong, he got roundin 11:55). By
thistimethere hal been a hint of sun & Barb got the laugh of
the day with her: "I forgot to put any sunscreen onl". We
stoppedtotak to Jmmy; "How'sit going?' "Not bad, not badat
al". "How's the head wind?" "Not bad, not bad at al".

Larry Voth seemed cheerful enough about 30 minutes
behind Jimmy. The ladiesin the store at Carson'sCorner were
helpful & cheerful & we had asnadk before venturing sauth on
that long trek down theSlocan Valley The hills were begnning
totaketheir toll. Therain had taken it'stoll of the transmission
aswell. Gear changingwas becomingabit haphazard. We made
the most of thelong rundown into New Denver knowing that
soonafter there was "THE" climb; Silverton Hill. A pizzaplace
being run by two charming& helpful teenage girlsprovided a
good bowl of chili & coffee.

By thistimeit was just about 18:00. Anather 12 hour 200!
I've had one of those this year. In 19941 rode p Silverton with
2 bottom gears of 45" & 37'. They seemed adequate enough
then The 26" bottom gear | now have wasjust about lo
enough Thegrind went on toolong& the 12 kms Gordy
mertioned was, we hed hoped, measured from New Denver.
But | don't think it was.

Once at the top it wastime 1 get some bright clothes & m
Samn Browne reflective belt on. Sinceearly afternoon the
weather had been improving. In fact, aswe got to Summit Lak
before the drop to Nakusp Barb got quite excited at seeing diy
pavement! But, with the darkness camerain & | wasn't looking
forwardtothelast 80 or so kms. "Barb, what would be you
response to someone offeringus aride?' "You canquit if you
like, I'm going tofinish!" | only asked.

It was anever ending plodto Winlaw. But it did end, about



22:00. Wewere lookingfor the "Duck Stop" or some sign that
said wewerein Winlaw. One dace, The "Hungy Walf", was
ablazewith lights but obvioudy closed asall the chairswere up
ont' tables. But the door was unlocked & thestaff were in there.
"IsthisWinlaw?' "Yes' "Did this usedto bethe Duck Stop?
"Yes'. "Canwe (gt a wffee & apiece of pie?' "Yes" The
signed our cards too. Nice pegple. Got underway bout 2230 &
just after midnight got to Highway 3 & South Slocan

Ancther stop while Barb usedthe Interac machineat the
Credt Union & we set out onthelast legof thisepcjourney. |
had suggestedthat whatever our average speed was at the top of
Silverton Hill would indicate our finishing time. It seemed at
that point we might get inside 19 hours. But my memory was
playing tricks with me & the several climbs after Silverton
destroyedthe sub 19 hour myth. A stop uncerthe lights at the
Rossland turn off found me getting doddery & in gopping
maragedtotip over & bruise m arse. It wasobvioudy time to
gotobed!

It was anencouragng sight to see thelights of Nelson
spread uwp the hilsideacrossthelake & the speed picked up. We
felt better as aresult, abeit anxious @out the roximity of
02:00 Monday morning, the closing time of the finishcontral. |
didnt have akey & the code for opening thefront door didn't
work. We had to disturb the right clerk who had been so hdpful
in the morning tolet usin & sgnour cardswith atime o 01:51
- 9 minutesto spare. So, I'm still breaking records, tharks to
Barb's self styled stubbomness!

Theroom door wasopen, Jimmy waslying realing. He
lookedupwith: "Youwant a hat bath" It wasnt a question, it
was a statement. Whilel removed soggy apparel, immy ran m
bath for me. By thetime | had dozed & washed in the twb, then
dried, Jmmy was asee. | crawled into my bed & the next
thing | knew was: "It's afine morning!" "Is it breakfast time?"
"Noo, it's5o'clock!" A little more sleep & the breakfast was put
onhold when it was found the restaurant next door didn't open
until 08:00.

| collected the cards & couldnt find Karen's. | wastold her
rear rim had suffered from excessive braking & it blew apatt.
Good planning by Karen had it happening at New Denver so
shedidn't haveto climb Silverton Hill. A lady gaveher a tide
into Silverton. Thelady knew everyone & found a hush resident
with atruck who gave Karen arideinto Nelson. Nice people.

After adrive that my kneesfound to be apainful asthe300
| got home about 19:30 Monday to hear the peeppeey of m
answering machine. Therewere 2messages, both from Karen.
As she, Bruce & Chris had gone badk to Rosslandwith Aladar
shewas anxousto find out how we gat on. Cynics might think
shewantedto goat, bu that's nat the case, she's sweet isn't she?

Invitation to Seattle 400 and 600 K Breets

Mark U. Thomas, Saittle International Randomeus

| wartedto call BC randaonneurs attention to our 400km and
600km brevetsthisyear (June 3-4 and dly 1-2). They are both
pretty challenging pass climbing routes which would be geat
training for the RM1200 ¢he 600 has18000t of climbing and
covers somewondeful aress around Mt. Ranier and Mt. St.
Heens). Wed love t have some of you guysridewith us. More

BC Randonneur

infoisavailable at http://www.seattlerandonneur.org or by
contactingme: Mark Thomas. Maobile: 206-612-4700 or
mark.thomas@lightmail.com

May 2000 Peac Region Ride Report

E. W.[Wim Kok, Coardinator

Greetings from Canada s sub-arctic. “What a spring it ha
been,” pretty well sums uyp the Popuaires and Brevetsin the
Peace region so far. When forecasts call ed for 30% probabilit

of precipitation and temperaturesin the mid teens, it reall
meant 100% rain or snow andtemperatures not much above 5
degees Celsius. Needlessto say that some of the cycling spirits
were frozen Asaresut the 75km ranconneur was canceled and
the 1@ km Populairewas rescheduled to Easter Monday when
a strong westerly tailwind blew two riders from Fort St. Johnto
Goodow near the Al bertaborder in lessthan notime. Then
came therevenge of thewind: the tail -- now headwind -- as
well as substantial hill climb dowed progressto acompletion
time of jug under six housfor the 110km distance.

Thefirg official 200km Brevet took place cmMay 6 with
pouring rain and threeriders showing. Two dedded na toride
due to these conditions, but Jim Mackenziefrom Mackenzie hes
to honouwr of completing thefirst ever Brevet in the Peace
regon. Considering the adverse condtions Jimwas able to
finish the distancein just under 13hous. Bravo Jm!!! An
alternate 200km was scheduled for aweek later. That Saurda
morning saw bel ow zero temperatures and more snaw, with
very questionableroadride conditions Rumour had it that | had
unleashedthe wrath of the weather gods. However Sunday
morning looked slightly better, andl decided to face the lo
temperatures, up fills, headwinds, cloudness, rain and snow
flurries as challenges, with downhillsand alow UV Index as a
bonus. Along the route, many deciduoustrees appeaed to have
‘white buds and blossoms,” which was nothing more than
captured snow from the previousday and night. However asthe
day wore on, the sun came out and thing gpot better, giving
credence to the adage, “ never judgetheday before it is over.”
And so it went, the incessant winds shifted from head to tail to
side, only to become a headwind again toward the end of the
ride. Thisbuil ds character they say. No matter how | turned, the
wind knew what to do, but in the endthe 204 km ride was
completedin just under 10hous.

The 3® km Brevet took place onMay 20/21 with three riders
completing this event. Since Susan All en and Doug Latornell
from Vancouver completedthis 3@ km distance, | liketo give
them the opportunity to report on this distance. Thanksfo
traveling up North and supporting this event. In conclusion, the
weather condtions have made randonneuring in the Peace
Regonatough ctallenge so far thisyear. Aswith alongride,
one perseveres and continues urtil the finish line, so we will
cortinuewith the events. So far the out-of-towners formedthe
majority of the participans.
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